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Culture as a source of resilience: the UNESCO’s resilience-based approach
for the safeguarding of traditional handicraft techniques in Jordan.

Culture as a source of resilience: the UNESCO’s

resilience-based approach for the safeguarding of

traditional handicraft techniques in Jordan.

Sabrina Salis, Angela Atzori, Nuria Roca Ruiz

INTRODUCTION

Background: from humanitarian to
resilience-based development response to
the Syria crisis.

The UNESCO'’s resilience-based approach
to the safeguarding of intangible heritage
emerges from the national discourse on
how to address the impact of the Syria crisis
in Jordan, while taking into account the
provisions of the 2003 Convention for the
Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage,
which places the local communities at the
centre of every sustainable safeguarding
measure. UNESCO Amman focused its
actions on the Jordanian host communities,
especially the ones most severely affected by
the crisis. In fact, approximately 80% of the
Syrian refugees registered with UNHCR are
accommodated in urban and rural areas, while
the remaining 20% live in camps1. According
to official figures, 435,758 Syrian refugees
live in Amman, 343,379 in Irbid, 207,903 in
Mafraq, 175,280 in Zarqa and the rest across
the country2. Understandably, this situation

1 UNHCR, “External Statistical Report on UNHCR registered Syrians”,
February 2017. Statistics available here: file:///C:/Users/s_salis/
Downloads/ExternalStatisticalReportonUNHCRRegisteredSyriansa-
sof28February2017%20(1).pdf

2 Government of Jordan, “2015 Jordan Population and Housing Cen-

* UNESCO Amman Office

had a substantial impact on the Jordanian
host communities and further endangered
some of the already precarious traditions in
the country.

After a primarily humanitarian action as a
response to the beginning of the conflict, it
was soon realized that a more sustainable
approach was needed to face the challenges
posed by the ever deteriorating situation.
Thus, Jordan and the international community
adopted the “resilience-based approach”. As
stated in the National Resilience Plan3 (2014-
2016), the first instrument to propose such an
innovative response, the newly established
framework should “enable households,
communities, services and institutions initially
to cope, gradually to recover, and ultimately
to strengthen and sustain their capacities,
thereby deepening their resilience to further
shocks®. This approach has been kept,
although adapted to the changing environment,
in the current Jordan Response Plan4 (2017-
2019) led by endorsed by the Government
of Jordan, which stresses on the importance

sus”, February 2016

3 National Resilience Plan. Available here: http://inform.gov.jo/en-us/
By-Date/Report-Details/Articleld/26/2014-2016-National-Resil-
ience-Plan

4 Jordan Response Plan. Available here: https://staticl.squarespace.
com/static/522¢2552e4b0d3c39ccd1e00/t/587225b917bffcd0586b-
3bc4/1483875842114/20170108JRP+2017-2019+-+Final+Draft.pdf
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of fostering resilience of the service delivery
system, communities, municipal services and
infrastructures.

The UNESCO'’s resilience based approach
to safeguarding of traditional handicrafts
techniques.

In line with the resilience-based approach
informing the international response to the
Syria crisis in Jordan, UNESCO Amman has
been onthe frontline in safeguarding intangible
cultural heritage as a strategy to enhance the
resilience of the local communities affected by
the crisis. In this context, traditional practices
expressed through handicrafts production
were recognized as precious national assets
for the advancement of women’s equality and
sustainable development, thus highlighting
the critical role that intangible cultural heritage
plays for the society at large.

In the UNESCO’s interventions, the
safeguarding of handicrafts traditions is
ensured through a holistic approach, which
includes revival and revitalization of the
traditions, but also the development of
income-generating opportunities for the
local communities and particularly the most
vulnerable sector of the society, the women.
This combination of traditional safeguarding
measures (revival and revitalization) and
economic development is the basis of the
successful approach to ensure that the local
communities keep maintaining their traditional
know-how, thereby enhancing sustainability of
the safeguarding measures.

The two projects showcased in this article
provide examples of the application of the
UNESCO'’s approach to support the Jordanian
handicrafts as a source of resilience. The
first case study from Ghor el Safi shows
the revival of the ancient tradition of the
indigo cultivation and harvesting and how
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this particular technique was then applied
to create a very original high-end Jordanian
brand “Safi Crafts” which produces local
handicrafts with indigo and other natural dyes.
The second case study proposes an example
of revitalization of the basalt carving traditions
in Umm el Jimal, an area rich of this black
stone and also an archaeological site within
the UNESCO Tentative List of World Heritage
Sites. In this second case, the revitalization
of this traditional expertise was combined
with the project’s efforts to provide improved
touristic services in the area. Finally yet
importantly, the target of the two projects is
women’s cooperatives, which were provided
with the relevant trainings and coaching to
enhance their capacities for the production of
handicrafts.

CASE STUDIES

Case study 1: “Empowering Rural Women
and increasing resilience in the Jordan
Valley”

Reviving cultural heritage and investing in
handicrafts can be a powerful source for
resilience and sustainable development.
This is the formula that the UNESCO project
“‘Empowering Rural Women and increasing
resilience in the Jordan Valley” has been
applying in Jordan since 2013.

Funded by the Drosos Foundation, the project
addresses a group of women living in the
impoverished village of Ghor el-Safi, along
the Jordan Valley. The initiative concretely
supports a local association (the “Ghor el-Safi
Women Association for Social Development”)
to improve its production and promotion of
their handicrafts brand “Safi Crafts”. Safi Crafts
produces handmade textile accessories using
natural dyes representing the local tradition,
history and heritage of Jordan.


http://www.unesco.org/new/en/amman/projects/empowering-rural-women-in-the-jordan-valley/the-donor-drosos-foundation/
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Ghor el-Safi is a rural village south of the
Dead Sea, at 350 m below the sea level.
The village is inhabited by about 40,000
people, the majority of which rely on farming
for a living. Ghor el-Safi is considered one of
Jordan’s poverty pockets and the sub-district
with the highest proportion of households with
irregular income and the largest percentage
of job-seekers5. This already difficult situation
has been recently further impacted by the
effects of the Syria crisis.

Situated in “The lowest point on earth”, Ghor
el-Safi enjoys a unique geographical position
and a remarkable history. The village of Ghor
el-Safi was known during Roman-Byzantine
periods as Zoara and famous for being an
important agricultural and trade centre until the
Islamic period. Its unique climate conditions
favoured the production of sugarcane and
indigo as testified by archaeological evidence
and historical sources6.
p- Y B

The blue-dye from the Indigo plant/ Courtesy
of © UNESCO Amman Office

(http://www.unitedheritage.org/en/news/
empowering-rural-women-jordan-valley-

5 Poverty Pockets Survey, Ministry of Planning and International
Cooperation and the Department of Statistics in cooperation with
UNDP (2010);

6 Reviving the ancient indigo cultivation and industry in southern
Jordan as a source of income for the local community: from historical
and archaeological evidence to a modern trial, Valentina Gamba;
Konstantinos D. Politis; Mohammed I. Al-Qinna, Paper for the con-
ference: Dyes in History & Archaeology 34, Thessaloniki, (2015)

through-revival-of-indigo-plant)

Natural dyes in the Jordan Valley: the
ancient indigo tradition

Indigo is a natural blue dye extracted from
the plant named Indigofera Tinctoria which
is found in tropical and temperate climates
in Asia and Africa. Indigofera Tinctoria
is a plant of 1 to 2 meters high whose
green leaves can be fermented to convert
the glycosideindican (naturally present in
the plant) to the blue dye indigotin. Indigo
processing was first reported by Marco Polo
during the 13th Century as part of his visit to
India.

In Ghor el-Safi (and in the entire Dead Sea
region), large-scale indigo processing facilities
as used in the past have been identified. In
addition, objects used in the indigo processing
were found during archaeological excavations
in Ghor el-Safi. These findings include a large
perforated jar, a copper crucible and textiles
dyed in indigo. Based on these findings, as
well as historical sources, specialists believe
that indigo was produced in the Jordan Valley.
Probably, such production continued until the
beginning of the 19th century, when indigo and
other natural dyes were replaced by synthetic
dyes7.

Heritage and innovation: reviving the
traditional know-how of indigo dyeing in
the Jordan Valley

This UNESCO project is supporting “Safi
Crafts” to revive the traditional know-how of
using indigo as a natural dye (together with
other natural dyes) and produce trendy and
eco-friendly handicrafts.

In order to do so, the project conducted in 2013
a preliminary research on Indigofera Tinctoria
and a pilot cultivation was established in Ghor

7 The History and Archaeology of Indigo in the Dead Sea Region,
UNESCO unpublished report by Konstantinos. D. Politis (2014);
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el-Safi. With the support of a local agricultural
consultant, UNESCO planted one dunum
of land in a local farm. After the success of
the pilot cultivation, UNESCO scaled up the
plantation to five dunums, conducting the first
harvest in October 2016 and producing 36 Kg

of indigo dye.

Mastering the technique of processing indigo
was not an easy task. In order to ensure that
the best technique was applied and learned
by “Safi Crafts”, UNESCO supported an
exchange encounter with experts from Oman,
the sole country in the region that processes
and cultivates indigo using the traditional
techniques8. Moreover, in 2016, a world-
renowned international expert delivered
training on indigo processing. Currently
Safi Crafts has a collection of natural blue
handicrafts dyed with Jordanian Indigo for the
first time since centuries.

The power of color: fostering women’s
economic inclusion through culture.

Besides supporting the production of the new
indigo line, the project has been developing
the management and marketing capacity of
the Women’s Association, by providing on the
job coaching, accounting, management and
marketing. The project has also implemented
several trainings to improve the quality and
design of the products and meet market needs.
Safi Crafts sales have increased dramatically
since 2013 and the income of the women has
increased up to 30%.

Ultimately, the project aims to expand livelihood
opportunities through the development of the
existing micro enterprise with focus on women.
The project contributes, as well, to achieving
the Sustainable Development Goals endorsed

8 Reviving the ancient indigo cultivation and industry in southern
Jordan as a source of income for the local community: from historical
and archaeological evidence to a modern trial, Valentina Gamba;
Konstantinos D. Politis; Mohammed I. Al-Qinna, Paper for the con-
ference: Dyes in History & Archaeology 34, Thessaloniki, (2015)
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by world leaders in September 2015, which
placed women in the core of the Agenda 2030
and culture as an unquestionable driver of
economic development. In a fast-changing
and globalized world of technological and
digital revolution, creative industries and
culture are an essential investment towards a
sustained economic growth.

Case study 2: UNESCO - UN Women
Joint Programme “Empowering rural
women in Mafraq Governorate through
the management and preservation of Umm
el Jimal archaeological site as income-
generating activities”

The UNESCO — UN Women Joint Programme
‘Empowering rural women in Mafraq
Governorate” starts in 2014 with the purpose
to foster income-generating opportunities
through the development of women-led
cultural tourism services at Umm el Jimal,
an archaeological site bearing testimony
to over 700 years of history from Nabatean
to Umayyad times, and with a remarkable
continuity of use until modern times by the
Druze and then the Masaid. Because of its
intrinsic historical and archaeological values,
Umm el Jimal is inscribed in the Tentative List
of World Heritage Sites and hence suitable to
enter the nomination process as a UNESCO
World Heritage Site.

Umm el-Jimal is located in the Governorate
of Mafraq and emerges as a “poverty pocket
within the poverty pocket” with a poverty rate
of 46.5% and among the lowest grade on the
Human and Gender-related Development
Index in Jordan. 29,000 Syrian refugees
are living in the Municipality against a total
number of 40,000 locals. Women are the
most marginalized group with the highest
unemployment rates and limited access
to participation in the economic life of the
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community.

The UNESCO — UN Women Joint Programme
fosters the creation of needed cultural tourism
services at Umm el-Jimal with the view of
transforming this archaeological site into a
marketable tourism destination in the north of
Jordan. These services include the production
and sales of culturally significant locally-
made handicrafts; the provision of heritage
information and education services to visitors,
especially local schools; and the provision of
hospitality services on site, notably snacks
and drinks to make the visit more pleasant. All
services are provided by the women of Umm
el-Jimal through the cooperative “Ladies of
Umm el-Jimal District”, UNESCOQ’s partner in
the Programme.

The Joint Programme started in 2014 with
implementation of its pilot Phase | and is current
in its Phase I, with expected completion by the
end of 2016. The Joint Programme is carried
out by UNESCO and UN Women in close
cooperation with the Department of Antiquities
of Jordan, the Municipality of Umm el-Jimal
and the Ladies of Umm el-Jimal District. The
Joint Programme is supported thanks to the
generous financial contribution of UN Women
and of the Embassy of the Kingdom of the
Netherlands in Jordan.

Local handicrafts’ production for the
revitalization of traditional techniques and
workmanship in Umm el Jimal

Also known as the Black Pearl of the Desert,
Umm el-Jimal is entirely made of basalt, the
typical stone of the Haurani plateau largely
used worldwide for the production of sculptures
and ornament pieces. Basalt carving is also a
traditional technique and intangible heritage
deeply rooted in Umm el Jimal's past and
history, whose transmission is currently at risk
due to the development of machines work and

increasing use of limestone in Jordan. Basalt
handicrafts also appear as a niche market
with high potential of market penetration
and business sustainability, as indicated by
a market survey on handicrafts in Jordan,
undertaken at the beginning of the UNESCO
— UN Women Joint Programme, in 2014. For
these reasons, basalt handicrafts production
is one of the core activities implemented by
UNESCO in Umm el Jimal within the framework
of the Programme, to provide tourists with
locally produced souvenirs that embed the
cultural significance of the archaeological site
and of the Haurani plateau at large.

The Programme trains the women of Umm
el-dJimal in basalt carving, product design
and development, quality control, marketing
and business management basic skills. The
participants are members of the Ladies of
Umm el-Jimal District, a women cooperative
of established in 2004 under the Ministry of
Social Development. The team of artisans
includes 25 women from the local community
of Umm el Jimal, of any age and educational
background, but with the common vision to
make a better future for themselves and for
their families. The artisans have been trained
since 2015 by two local experts who are
the last bearers of this ancient tradition and
local intangible heritage currently at risk of
complete loss. Product design and quality
development skills have been also developed
thanks to the continuous and active coaching
of UNESCO team, monitoring of production
and inspirational guidance in the identification
of an attractive product.

The women artisans patiently carve the stone
with basic, traditional tools, notably chisels
and hammers, and shape them into objects
that are inspired by Jordanian tradition and
heritage, yet usable in daily modern life as
objects of interior and exterior design, such

3l
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as bowls, cups, plates, and archaeological
replicas including roman busts and column-
heads. The products are available in different
sizes and at different prices, to meet the
broadest market demands. The products and
pricing have been designed and developed
by the artisans in close cooperation with a
successful designer and entrepreneur and a
leader in the Jordanian market for handicrafts
and jewelry.

The pilot collection dubbed “Umm el Jimal
Rock Art” was launched in May 2016 at the
Jordan Museum under the patronage of HRH
Princess Sarvath el Hassan, and since then
it is available for sales in Umm el Jimal and
Christmas markets in Amman. A showroom
is currently under development in front of the
north-western entrance to the archaeological
site, to make it accessible to visitors coming
to Umm el Jimal. Prospective placement of
the objects is also being explored as part of
the Programme, to prompt market distribution
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of the product and ensure prospective
sustainability of the business.

“In the past months, | started making some
income and | hope that this work will help me
in supporting my husband and family” says
Umm Sultan, a 52 years old trainee with 6
children.

CONCLUSION

To conclude, this article provides examples
of the UNESCO'’s resilience-based approach
to the safeguarding of intangible cultural
heritage, and in particular handicrafts, in line
with the Jordan Response Plan (2017-2019).
The holistic approach proposed by UNESCO
combined the traditional safeguarding
measures (revival and revitalization) with
sustainable economic development and
women’s empowerment in line with the

Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development.
This particular approach was the “secret
recipe” for the successful implementation of
the projects and the enhancement of longer-
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A marketplace for traditional goods bought —
and traditional products sold — by the bearers
of a vanishing culture provides sensitive
indication for changes in a lifestyle and its
intangible and tangible material culture. The
Ma‘ani stq al-bedi is such an indicator. The
development of this sliq appeals to remember
and protect Jordan‘s great Bedouin heritage
and the identity it gave to the Kingdom as a
modern state.

The suq

Ma‘an is still a prominent and traditional
marketplace for Bedouins, providing the
special goods needed for the remaining
traditional Bedouin lifeways in Jordan’s
southeastern deserts. Apart from local and
Jordanian goods, the Bedl market offers
goods brought from Syria, Turkey, Saudi
Arabia, China, India, and other countries.
Depending on local issues, Bedouins from the
greater al-Jafr region are more or less frequent
customers while Bedouin clients from Saudi
Arabia also use the market. Local Bedouins
also deliver their products and offers to the
market (camels, sheep/ goats, dairy products,
captured falcons). Other but less furnished
Bedouin markets of the region are Husainiya,

Muraiga, al-Quwaira, Wadi Misa and Sabak.
In the past years many shops once specialized
in the traditional Bedouin goods extended
their range of items by industrially produced
consumer products Bedouins did not use
before: Near the traditional dallah from Syria
you will find the thermos from China, much
imported decorative material for animals and
tents that imitates the vanishing traditional
items, or the less durable tent fabric from
Turkey replacing the local spindle whorl quality.
These shops are the reflection of change:
Apart from the remote and rather intact
refugia of traditional mobile life - like the al-
Howaitat families in Wadi Hudruj — and special
segments of traditional desert economy — e.g.
camel pastoralism, hunting, water harvesting
— the sedentary lifestyle ousted the former
mobile pastoral way of life. However, these
shifts have changed little the Bedouins’ very
own intangible territories, such as identity,
value systems, and their understanding of
land.

The shops in the shari’ al-bedt — highlighted in
the city of Ma‘an by the brown touristic street
signs as Traditional Market — are a separate
sphere in the Ma‘ani retail trade. Located at
the city’s edge near the junction to the desert
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roads, the shari’ al-bedld serves a heritage
and mentality different from the Ma‘ani town

|

Fig. 1. Ma‘an, shari’ al-bedd. View from SSW. (photo:
Gebel, 2010)

The Shops

The basic goods for a traditional Bedouin tent
household, as offered by the shop of Firas
Na‘Tm a$-Sammari and other shops in the
Sari‘ al-bedl, were documented by Gebel and
Baumgarten (2012) in the year 2010. That

time, the offers weren’t missing the Syrian
goods stopping to arrive because of the civil
war, and trade was not affected by the 2013
temporary boycott of shops in Ma‘an by
the al-Howaitat. Firas’ shop also offers the
manufacturing of bait $a‘ar by the meter and
loans on Bedouin purchases; it specializes in
(imported)tentfabricincluding tentaccessories
and fittings; items of animal husbandry and
coffee preparataion; household goods such
as petrol lamps, aluminium containers, tea
pots, knifes; items for catching falcons; etc.
Other shops satisfy other traditional Bedouin
needs by selling the preferred types of clothes,
mattresses and pillows, plastic carpets, sacks
and containers, traditional medicine, weapons
and ammunition, car parts, etc. There are
shop-wise specializations in assortments, and
the complete picture of remaining traditional
subsistence activities and social life needs
can only be gained by considering the whole
array of goods available in the siiq. The table
characterizes the Bedouin shop types in Ma‘an
and their offer.

General stores) goods for Be-
(douins (in sari * al-bedii

Special stores) goods for Be-
douins (in and nearby $ari‘ al-

Special stores) and markets)
offering Bedouin products (in and

» items for animal husbandry

» items of wool and hair pro-
cessing

trade)
* items and material for skin «  used sacks
processing

» items for hunting/ catching
animals

e various tools and material for
tethering and transport,

*  personal items, clothes

» articles for hygiene and he-
alth, magic practices

(bedu (nearby $ari ‘ al-bedii
*  bait $a‘ar materials *  Arab traditional medicine »  for dairy products bought
«  foodstuff, tabacco, coffee (imported, produced in Jordan from Bedouin (2-3 shops)
«  household articles and locally collected) +  for sheep/goat/ camels

» articles and luxury goods
from Saudi-Arabia (Saudi
“private imports”/ barter

*  smuggled diesel (sold from
street-side barrels)

bought from Bedouins (offe-
red in street-side larger and
smaller pens)

+  for meat of sheep/goat/
camels produced by bedouin
(sold in special butcheries
and/ or by contract slaugthe-

ring)
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The shop of Da'dis Kareisan close to the
suq al-bedu is one of several specializing in
buying products from Bedouin; it includes a
butchery with contract slaughtering. Da'dis
buys and re-sells Bedouin-produced sheep/
goat/ camel meat and dairy products including
gamid since he has the fridge facilities to keep
the products. Bedouin yogurt is sold loose
from chilled containers. Half of the gamid sold
in Ma‘an has to be imported from Kerak since
the Bedouin gamid is not enough to satisfy the
city>s demand.

The Goods

In the following we comment on some selected
goods (for more information on the use, prices
and the goods’ origin see the catalogue in
Gebel and Baumgarten 2012):

The imported bait $a‘ar fabric (Sugga) from
Turkey contains synthetics and is less durable
(10-20 years) than the local, traditionally spun
goat hair quality (up to 60 years if maintained
and repaired); the spinning of the goat hair
fabric by the migzal — still available in the stq
—was not observed anymore. Shop-employed
Egyptian workmen produce the tents from the
imported fabric upon ordered lengths for the
Bedouin customers. Items of coffee preparation
make up almost 10% of Firas‘ assortment. The
round wooden sieves with meshes made from
sheep/ goat intestines (girbal) are produced
in Syria. Complementary fodder (tibn, nahala)
was sold in small quantities (by the kilo) to
serve those who only own a few sheep/ goats
or suffer from money shortness. The Samla
preventing the young camels from drinking
the milk from their mothers is still a demanded
good. The expensive aluminium buttermaking
containers, imported from India are a new item
in the market; possibly they replace the former
goatskin ones for hygienic reasons. Sold alum

(Sebba) is a tanning agent for animal skins,
but also said to be used for clearing water in
ephemeral water pools or habra. As personal
items, the typical daggers for men and boys
(Sibriya) are available, some made in Ma‘an.

Many items of the stq like the sbaq, burqa and
Sabak relate to the capture of falcons in the
Afra-Region between Ma‘'an und the Gabal
al-Adriyyat during October/ November. Much
money can be earned by a Bedouin in this
traditional and nowadays illegal business (for
a Sahin some 100-300 JD, for the extremely
rare saqr up to 50.000 (!) JD). Caught falcons
are sold to Saudi Arabia and the Arabian Golf.

Fig. 2. Ma‘an, shari’ al-bedd. Shops selling Turkish-made
bait Sa‘ar fabric and mansaf pots (photo: Baumgarten,
2010).

As a traditional medicine for both humans and
animals gedda (gum acacia) is sold in two
forms: as pieces in boxes for the direct human
consumption (with tea or juice), or in its raw
condition in plastic bags to be dissolved in
water for the animals.

Sebba and lead (rasas) are sold for magic
practices like the naqd or the umm al-gait-
rainmaking processions (Salamin and Falahat
2009). The nagd aims to pull out sickness or
bad spirits from a body, using Sebba (alum) by

Ogial
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an experienced healer. Mostly practices aim
to identify and neutralize persons having had
the evil eye/ responsible for the sickness or
damage.

The Changes

Inthefollowing, we summarize ourobservations
on change affecting the preservation of
Bedouin material and immaterial culture, as
seen from the Ma‘ani siq al-bedd evidence
and the general developments in southern
Jordan.

1. Many of the traditional Bedouin everyday
objects were/ are uniquely or serially
manufactured craft products of non-Bedouin
production, like metal items for horses (qaid,
ligam) or the tent needles (hilal); their raw
materials can be industrially produced like
the Suqqa or the polyethylene of the donkey
raincoats m3amma. Most of the goods
seen in 2010 were manufactured in Syria,
less were from Turkey. It was said that the
traditional craft goods are cheaper to be
produced in Syria, that therefore knowledge
has disappeared to produce them locally or
in Jordan. “from Syria” became an idiom for
“inexpensive traditional goods which need
not be produced anymore locally”. It also
was understood that quality is less important
for a Bedouin customer than price: Goods
more are for the actual need and less for
sustainable use. The new plastic products,
knifes, locks etc. come from China and often
also from Saudi-Arabia, like nylon ropes,
plastic kitchen ware, etc.

2. Complete sections of the Bedouins material
culture have disappeared, especially the
self-made items of daily work. They still can
be found in the households, and even they
are still working they are not considered
worth something as compared with their
modern and bought counterparts. Bought

gl
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items appear more prestigious and easier/
cheaper to obtain, and became responsible
for further losses of Bedouin genuine craft
experience, environmental knowledge
and competency. This is e.g. true for
the clothes once made with a recycling
attitude by Bedouin women for the children
and themselves, now replaced by cheap
imports of new and used garment and
shoes. Automotive mobility made goods
easily available for Bedouins, as compared
with the secluded desert life in the old
times. Depending on item, network/ area,
and prosperity, several (sectors of once)
personally produced items disappeared
since the 80ties: leather containers made
from goat/fox/hare /dabb/ibex/ gazelle skins
like buttermaking bellows (sa‘an); bags for
coffee beans, tobacco and personal items;
goat skin as water container; wooden items
like camel saddles or quality rababa; woven
items like carpets or tent fabric; plaited/
braided wool items like the decoration
bands for camels, horses, sheep, bags,
girdles, saddles, etc.; embroidered items
like tobacco bags, pillows; and other.

3. In monetary terms, the Ma‘ani stq al-bedd
is already beyond a state of transformation;
former types of exchange and loans rarely
take place anymore. Until not so long
ago, cash money wasn‘t so important for
Bedouins since goods were exchanged
against products from the desert, especially
dairy products and animals. By the using
pickups and diesel, modern medical
treatment and medicine, modern consumer
products like binoculars, mobile phones
and tv's, public services, and the like, the
traditional exchange systems don‘t work
anymore, and money is needed for all sorts
of transactions, including the social ones.
Earning enough cash became a problem
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for many Bedouin families, and signs and
signals of poverty are clearly visible in the
settlements and desert areas.

4. In economic terms: When shopping
becomes the source of supply, the traditional
extensive use of everything found and
usedn the desert by minimalistic means and
improvisation starts to disappear, and thus
related techniques and experience. Even
complete food sectors, like the harvesting
of samh (a desert succulent) and bread-
making fromiits flour, disappeared (Gebel, al-
Suleiman and al-Howaitat, in preparation).

The reorientation of Bedouin from
subsistence economy to market/ consumer
economy affects all parts of life and its
tangible and intangible spheres, especially
the social ones. With some delay, the
Bedouin of greater Ma‘an region participate
in this process which started to dissolve
traditional life the earliest in Petra area.
This process not only can be recognized
with the changing goods and products in
the suq, it also is reflected in the new ways
of Bedouin economic behavior. Working for
cash money, especially by offering pickup
and lorry services or surplus production of
meat and dairy products (especially camel
breeding), became standard sources of
income ousting less profitable economic
behavior. Traditional material culture
survives only in those economic sectors
which continue in traditional subsistence
fields.

5. In social terms: The number of village-,
town- and city-based Bedouins steadily
increases, with all the social upheavals
and devolution this causes. It is reflected
in changing patterns and understandings
of the woman’s and elder generation’s
role or of family in general, of Islam, of

the general reciprocal behavior, of social
status and goods becoming means of social
differentiation, of group/ individual identity,
andother. However, the innersocial cohesion
in families and clans remains strong and
reliable, resisting dissolution, while direct
tribal loyalty reduces in front of increasing
individual interests. Social loyalty in tribes
becomes more and more replaced by a
general Bedouin ideology and proudness
of origin. The cognitive adaptations to the
socio-economic changes observed in even
the conservative environments like the
southeastern badiya are tremendous and
the reason for a rapid vanishing of the relicts
of tangible and intangible cultural assets.

The Lesson

The range of items in the stq al-bedd
reflects the rapid changes and devolutions of
pastoral Bedouin lifestyle in the region. This
observation appeals directly for a greater
cultural awareness in protecting the Bedouins’
culture, and to document and learn from their
sustainable use of the desert (water harvesting,
veterinary and medical knowledge, etc.).

Fig. 3. Ma‘an, shari’ al-bedd. Bedouin shop with owner
Firas Na‘Tm a$-Sammari (middle, behind desk), client
(left) and Hani Falahat (right). (photo: Baumgarten,
2010).

For two main reasons, the rather limited
Bedouin material culture is especially sensitive
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in terms of survival: 1) With lifestyle the need
of traditional items disappears. 2) Where still in
use, modern materials and cheap production
ousts production of traditional items and thus
the knowledge to produce them. Thus, the
collection and use documentation of original
Bedouin is a urgent must in Jordan’s cultural
work.

Fig. 4. Ma‘an, shari’ al-bedd. Goods offered in
Bedouin shop. (photo: Gebel, 2013).

As for the Bedouin intangible heritage the most
sustainable safeguarding would be to assist
preservation of the cognitive environments
which bear this heritage (al-Amaren 2015).
This view certainly is subject of several
challenges, as highlighted in Hayajneh
2015. The impacts of the ongoing social
transformation make this very difficult, and
even the heritage bearers’ indolent attitude
in that shows little resistance. The situation is
too complex, and any safeguarding strategies
have to distinguish between the different
types of intangible heritage. While intangible
items like poetry and music are in high danger
not to survive, it is a striking characteristic that
the Bedouin value systems and social norms
continue to exist, despite the disappearance
of lifestyle.

Acknowledgements: We thank Firas Na‘lm
a$-Sammari (deceased), Da‘dis Karei$an and
others for patiently sharing their information
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about the Ma‘ani suq al-bedl, its goods
and customers. ‘Amr Saldh as-Sulaiman
(Irbid) and Han1 Falahat (Wadi Musa) were
assisting translations and provided additional
information.
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might be more appropriate. Other legal measures, such as intellectual property protections and patent or
copyright registrations, can be adopted to help a community to profit from its traditional codes and crafts
and encourage production.

This issue includes articles related to traditional craft discussing their history and early origins in Jordan
and the Levant; their most salient representative artefacts; their role in economic development and income
generation, particularly in the tourism sector, and women’s role as producers and transmitters of craft
skills, especially in the textile industries, in addition to a contribution on daggers production along with
an interview with one of its most prominent makers. The issue contains an article on honey production in
Hadramawt and another on traditional masonry in Egypt. Two English contributions on, one discussing
the Bedouins market in Ma’an south of Jordan, while the other discusses the role the UNSECO office in
Jordan has played in reinforcing and strengthening handicrafts in Jordan Valley are included. The issue also
presents other elements of intangible heritage, such as wedding rites and folk songs as traditional literary
genre, in addition to traditional poetic and prosaic texts from Jordan.

Editor-in-Chief
Hani Hayajneh
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Preface

Traditional Craftsmanship, the most obvious concrete manifestation of intangible heritage, which was
defined in previous issues of this journal, falls under the purview of the 2003 UNESCO Convention. In its
regard, the Convention is mainly concerned with the skills and knowledge involved in the production
of crafts and the encouragement of artisans to continue to produce crafts and to pass their skills and
knowledge onto others, particularly among youth.

There is a great number of expressions of traditional craftsmanship: instruments; clothing and jewelry;
costumes and props for festivals and performing arts; storage contrivances, objects used for storage,
transport and shelter; decorative art and ritual instruments; musical instruments and household utensils,
and toys, whether used for recreational or pedagogical purposes. Many of these objects are created with
intention of being used for a short term, such as those created for ceremony rituals, while others may
become heirlooms passed from one generation to the next. The skills that go into these objects are as
diverse as the intended produced objects themselves.

Like other forms of intangible cultural heritage, traditional craftsmanship faces the huge challenges
imposed upon it by globalization, since mass production at the level of multinational corporations can,
compared to producers on the local and house hold level, produce goods necessary for daily use at a lower
cost in terms of money and time. This puts many craft producers in struggle to adapt with this competition.

Environmental and climatic constraints pose a pressure on traditional craftsmanship and even in cases
where traditional craftsmanship develops to become household industries, the increase in the amount
of production my result in damaging the environment. Changes in social conditions and cultural tastes
pose another challenge to the continuation of traditional craftsmanship. Ceremonies and events that once
required a highly detailed crafts are becoming less elaborate, resulting in fewer opportunities for artisans
to express themselves, their tastes and feelings. On the other hand, young people may sometimes find the
lengthy apprenticeship necessary to learn many traditional kinds of traditional crafts too demanding and
instead prefer to work in factories or service industry, where the work is less demanding and the pay in
many cases better.

Many craft traditions involve ‘secrets of the trade’that should not be taught to outsiders. These‘secrets’may
fall into complete oblivion if members of families or groups willing to learn them are lacking, since sharing
them with strangers and outsiders to the practicing community constitute a violation to its traditions.

As it is the case regarding other forms of intangible heritage, the aim for safeguarding traditional craft is to
ensure transmission of the knowledge and skills involved in them to future generations so the crafts may
continue to be produced in their respective communities, whether for profit or as an expression of creative
cultural identity. Many traditional crafts have hoary traditions of apprenticeship that must be supported
and reinforced to make the process of knowledge transmission more attractive to masters and apprentices
alike.

In addition to reinforcing local traditional markets of crafts, new one must be created to help cope with
globalization and industrialization. Many people around the world enjoy handmade objects that display
their makers’accumulated skill and knowledge and their cultural values.

Here, the principles of long-term sustainable development espoused by 2003 UNESCO Convention, such
as the availability of resources and the primacy of the principle of compensations, must be taken into
consideration. Replanting forests as an attempt to reduce the damage caused by traditional crafts reliant
on wood as a raw material may be considered. In some case, legal measures guaranteeing the access
rights of communities to gather resources, while ensuring while also ensuring environmental protection
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