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Carpet Wearing in Madaba

by Janesate Shami

The people of Madaba were pioneers in this field due to thir
enthusiasm.

The process of Weaving is thoroughly descriped, and the
raw material used is woolen threads made from sheep hair
or camel hair.

One of the outstanding carpets is one which actually
represents a world map.

Traditions of Sheep Herding in Northern Jordan
by Mohammad Yousef Tahat

Sheep herding and farming are both very important
factors in the life of Villagers in the Northern ports of Jordan.

The author lists the different types of sheep and how

farmers herd them; through trial and error they learned how
to provide the necessary medicine to sick sheep - a medicine
that is taken from desert herbs.

The World of Folklore :
Two books are reviewed in this issue :

a. Reviving Folklore by Nimr Sirhan. 160 pages published
by Philadelphia Publishing House, Amman 1973.

b. *“Tourmus 'ayya” by the Bira Committee for the Revival
of Tradition. 244 pages.

Published by the Palestinian Research Centre, Beirut,
1973.
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a) body decorations - such as tattoo, dying of hands and
feet and eye lining,

b) head decorations with cloth and
¢) neck decorations.

He then analyzes decorating folk dresses, folk jewelry
that is commonly used by villagers and bedouins.

The last part is devoted to designs used in cloth decora-

tions and decorations on textiles.

Tales of the Supernatural
by Nimr Sarhan

This is a study of the tales related to the supernatural
creatures like the Ghoul. The writer’s thesis here is that people
revert to associating evil persons with evil through a symbol -
the Ghoul in this case.

In the second part of his study, the author analyzes the
tales that relate to the phenomenon of the Jinni - the good
and the bad - and those concerned with magic and magicians.

Smilarities in Dresses in Palestinian Villages
by Wadad Kawar

National dress is affected by many factors that are
economic, geographic, social and historical in nature.

But there are common factors that apply to all dresses
used in Palestinian Villages, such as the types of cloth used,
the tailoring styles and the designs used in decorating.

The author gives a detailed description of dresses used
in each part of Palestine.



English Summery

by : Farouq Jarrar

FOLELORE : A Definition
by Omar Sareesi

The author defines FOLEKLORE : he discusses its origina
and gives a short historical review of the era when researchers
- especially in Europe became interested in the subject. He

then points the Arab interests in the field which started in
Egypt, and mentions some of the pioneers.

The essay ends with a discussion of the different branches
of this field, namely habits, traditions, songs, proverbs and

superstitons.
The Judicial System in Bedouin Societies
by Mohommad Abu Hassan

After a preface on the origins of the judicial system in
Bedouin societies, the author carries a detailed discussion on
judicial principles in the Bedouin society, on the aspects that
make those principles different from those accepted in civil
law and on idioms used in Bedouin law.

He then goes to define the fields of Bedouin law, all
matters pertaining to Bedouin Judges and how they handle
their duties, with a special stress on the rights of the
defendants.

The author ends his paper with a comparison of Bedouin
case against ordinary civil and criminal cases, giving first
hand examples all through.

Folk Decorations
by Nimr Hassan Hijab

From a short preface on decoration in general, the author
moves to a detailed discussion of :
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